Effect of secretin stimulation upon serum immunoreactive trypsin in patients with carcinoma of the pancreas.
The response of serum immunoreactive trypsin (IRT) to the intravenous injection of secretin (75 clinical units) was evaluated in 14 patients with carcinoma of the pancreas and in 20 healthy control patients. A striking increase of serum IRT concentration after secretin, which was much more marked than in those in the control group, was found in patients with localized carcinoma of the pancreas, whereas no increase was observed in those with more diffuse carcinoma.